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Marco Garza takes a chair in the vacant “nosebleed”
section of Edinburg Roadrunner Stadium. In a few minutes
he will move out from the heat to a shaded cluster of tables
overlooking the park.
On the field, however, Garza challenges all kinds of
“heat” before notching another hit to bolster his average.
Last season, he led the Broncs in hits (69), runs (44),
and had a batting average of .356.
Garza, 20, earned a spot on the Cincinnati Reds training
field after try-outs in Edinburg and Bay City. The 6-foot
infielder said his future with the Reds depends on how
good he does at practice and whether he can avoid injuries.
“If I don’t do good, or an injury happens I think they’ll
(Reds) release me,” Garza said.
The former UTPA standout began his baseball career at
age 4 in Reynosa, Mexico. After having the experience of
playing in the Little League championships he attended
Sharyland High School, where he earned All-Rio Grande
Valley, All-Area and All-District honors.
Garza said he developed strength at Sharyland when he
began lifting weights in preparation for high school
baseball.
“The coach (in Sharyland) is pretty good and has a good
program,” Garza said. “He works pretty hard.”
Garza said his coaches at Sharyland got him noticed by
scouts for the Cincinnati Reds organization. He was
excluded from the draft, however, after missing four
games last season.
“They (scouts) looked at everything,” Garza said. “I
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missed four games and I missed school and that’s why (I
didn’t get drafted).”
“They want discipline,” Garza said.
He was, instead, drafted by the Navojoa Mayos of the
Winter Mexican League, a league where it is not
uncommon to have retired major league players playing
alongside younger prospects like Garza.
“I can still go over there (Navojoa),” Garza said. “But
the Reds don’t want me to go.”
Instead, Garza said he spends his time “trying to do
everything right,” in order to “get ready”. He said that to
“practice is my job.”
“If you don’t work hard, you won’t feel ready,” Garza
said.
Despite the obvious challenges of moving from college
baseball to the majors, Garza said he feels relaxed and
calm, adding he needs to adjust but suspects good
coaching with the Reds will help
Garza said his experience at UTPA playing against
Division I pitchers will help. His former coach, UTPA’s
Willie Gawlik, said the coaches were excited about Garza
getting an opportunity; they think he will do well.
“He’s a hard worker,” Gawlik said. “He’s always been a
hard worker…he plays great defense and he swings the bat
well so I’m looking forward to him having a great career.”
“I think he’s going to do alright,” said assistant coach
Kiki Trevino, himself a former Valley standout player, at
P-SJ-A. “ He did well for us and every year he got better.
And I think that’s what the Reds are expecting him to do.”
Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
Garza said he welcomes pressure and thrives on it.
“ I like it,” he said. “I raise my level of play under Former University of Texas-Pan American infielder Marco Garza signed
a pro contract to play with the Cincinnati Reds on Aug. 19.
pressure.”

UTPA athletics recertified by NCAA for 10 years
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
Changes are taking place within the UTPA athletic department.
On Sept. 2, university movers and shakers convened to
acknowledge the athletic program’s certification by the
National Collegiate Athletic Association. This certification
proves that UTPA is a viable Division 1 program, and
is the result of rigorous NCAA evaluation, designed
to ensure integrity in an institution’s athletics program.
Director of Athletics William Weidner said certification proves the program’s commitment to promoting athletic success as well as the graduation of student athletes.
He said it justifies all of the hard work and effort
that has been made over the past six years.
“We have tremendous credibility now, we have respect
among membership and I see a bright future for our athletic
program,” Weidner said. “We’re continuing to evolve and
we’re growing.”
UTPA was initially fully certified in 1998. This year, the
Joey Gomez/The Pan American
second cycle of the process, differs as the NCAA took an upFormer University of Texas-Pan American President Miguel
close-and-personal tour of every aspect of the athletic proNevárez (left), new President Blandina Cárdenas (center), and
gram. The next step in the ongoing process occurs in 10
Athletic Director William Weidner (right) at the NCAA certification
years.
of the UTPA held Thursday, Sept. 2.
“The six years here have been among the most rewarding

See Page 3
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Seeing Red: Ex-Bronc to play in majors

By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American

A student’s candid reflection of marijuana

I’ve ever had because of the way we were,” Weidner said. “I
have a lot of pride in our people and student athletes because
of how far we’ve come.”
UTPA previously has suffered a series of setbacks and
certain NCVAA violations caused them to be an uncertified
program.
Weidner said that prior to six years ago, the average GPA
of all student athletes was way below student
body average.
“Our GPA is (now) one of the top in the
country,” he said.
Currently, student-athletes have an average
2.88 GPA going into the fall semester.
51 percent of athletes, last year, had a 3.0
GPA or higher. Seventy-four percent of all
scholarship student-athletes over the past 10
years have graduated.
“Athletes, he or she, have to understand that collegiate
athletics is about developing a whole human being,” said
UTPA president Dr. Blandina Cardenas during the certification press conference. She added that students who develop
can enhance society because they have been in athletics.
Weidner and Cardenas agree the most important thing for
a student is to graduate.
“It’s going to be an exciting time for our athletic program,” Weidner said. “We really do have a lot to be proud
of.”
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STC not our enemy
New Bachelor’s degrees will not affect UTPA
By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American
South Texas Community College had a purpose; to
become a small community college and open its doors to
those that could not afford a higher education. Almost
10 years after STC was created, new projects are in the
works for this growing educational institution.
“We were created in 1993 by the Texas Legislature as
a community college for Hidalgo and Starr counties,”
said Shirley A. Reed,
president
of
STC.
“There were almost
600,000 people in these
two counties and they
did not have access to a
community college so
the legislature created
us because every other
part of this country had
a community college in
commuting distance but
this region did not,”
STC has gone above
and beyond of what was
expected from this once
small institution.
“We are only 10 years
old and we went from
1,000 students to now
we are well over
16,000. We may even
approach 17,000 students this fall,” said Reed. “We
have grown from this little college that was here in
McAllen to almost now 17,000 students.
After starting the first campus in McAllen, STCC
quickly grew to five campuses offering 80 degree and
certificate programs.
The community college, however, has taken a step
toward changing its image. The name South Texas
Community College that represented the institution has
been changed to South Texas College.
“It is part of that we have grown and become a very
large institution,” explained Reed. “Legally we are a
community college, we will always be a community

college; however, when you offer a Bachelor’s degree
you usually don’t call yourself a community college you
use the term ‘college’ instead so that is simply what we
are doing. We feel that we are now becoming a college
and we have had very positive response from the
public.”
Some students, however, don’t seem to mind whether
the name of the institution would change or not.
Sophomore management major Cynthia Ochoa said
that she may have seen a difference if the name change
came before she was a
student at STC.
“I don’t see a big
difference in the
change,” said Ochoa.
“I guess if I was a new
student I might see
the difference, but
since I was an
existing student the
name really doesn’t
matter.”
The name change
was
inspired,
however, by a break
that STC got from the
Texas
Legislature
after it was announced
in the last legislative
session that STC was
one
of
three
Ginmarie Mabry/The Pan American
community colleges
in the state selected to participate in a pilot program
allowing these colleges to offer bachelor’s degrees.
“Last legislative session, a bill was introduced to pilot
allowing community colleges to offer a bachelor’s
degree,” Reed said. “This is something very, very new
and so they selected three community colleges in Texas.
“They selected us, Midland College, and Brazosport
College to pilot-test offering a bachelor’s degree. We
have 10 years to pilot this and then they will evaluate
the success and decide whether to continue it or allow
other community colleges to do the same.”
“The first one that we want to offer is called

See STC page 11

Shuttle Happy

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

The new shuttle
buses have arrived
at UTPA. Although
the schedule for the
shuttle has not been
finalized, pedestrians can look forward to getting to
class earlier.

Art chair
unexpectedly
resigns
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
With the sudden resignation of its department chair, the art
department is trying to get organized for the fall semester.
There is speculation that Reynaldo Santiago was asked to step
down after complaints from faculty and staff; however, Dr. Rodolfo
Rocha, dean of the College of Arts and Humanities, quickly
dispelled these rumors.
“There were some issues in the department that he thought other
people would be able to handle better,” Rocha said. “[Santiago] felt
that someone, other than himself, could make better choices at this
time.”
Griselda Arias, a senior graphic design major, felt that Santiago
wasn’t the right person for the job. She said that a lot of people had
different experiences with him as a professor, and that what upset a
lot of students was that he’d just assign a project, but not explain it
right. This, she explained, caused most people to think he wasn’t
approachable.
“He bumped heads with a lot of people,” Arias said. “I think it
was good that we can get somebody in here that’ll do something
about the department.”
A person associated with the department, who wished to remain
anonymous, agreed that
Santiago shouldn’t have been department chair because he didn’t
have tenure, which department chairs usually have. The person also
said that, aside from not having much experience, he did not have
people skills.
“[Santiago] was having trouble with students, faculty, and the art
community. There are discrepancies about him and gossip, some
might be true, some not. I think that he was being evaluated and was
asked to leave because he was trying to take over a lot of activities
in the art department.”
Santiago, who will remain at UTPA as a professor, provided no
comment for the statements against him, saying only that it
wouldn’t be productive to stir things up at this time. Regarding his
resignation, Santiago said that he left the department on his own.
“It was time for a change and not everybody was ready for
change,” said Santiago, who took over last year for long-time chair
Nancy Moyer. “The department is growing really fast and it’s time
to catch up to 2004.”
While he was only department
chair for a year, Santiago insists
“[Santiago]
that he was productive and that
felt that somemany good things came out of
one, other than
his year in the position. One of
himself,
could make
his proudest achievements was
the planning and opening of an
better choices.”
exhibit in a new venue in
-Rodolfo Rocha
McAllen. It opened officially as
Dean of Arts and
a gallery Dec. 6 after having been
Humanities
planning at the beginning of the

See ART CHAIR page 11
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Letter to the Editor
Hello,
In her editorial "Research institution: a
goal or an impossibility?" Clarissa Martinez
wrote, "How can a university jump from
point A to point C without even slowing
down for point B?" This begs the question
of what she considers point B to be. Perhaps
there is no intermediate step UTPA needs to
take before strengthening its research
capabilities.
Ms. Martinez also misses a couple of
points when she says that "with stronger
research more students from the area will

not have to leave to gain an exceptional
education." First, universities encourage
mobility. Harvard does not exist so
Bostonians never have to leave their city to
be educated; quite the opposite. Top
universities are cosmopolitain, attracting
and sending talented people around the
world.
Second, a student who wanted a “truly”
exceptional education would still have to
leave the area for the forseeable future.
Even with the most aggressive push for
research imaginable, UTPA will not even

begin to approach the prestige of established
top flight institutions in Texas, the U.S., or
the world: Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard,
etc.
Ms. Martinez concludes that there is no
reason to rush research. But she doesn't
provide many arguments to the opposing
question: why wait? Research universities
largely define the cutting edge, which is
where students should want to be.
Zen Faulkes
Department of Biology
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Edinburg North Cougars hope to rebound from
Week Two trouncing, face McHi Bulldogs next
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

Last week’s season opener for Edinburg
North (0-1) was a difficult one as they seemed
to never find their spark, getting pounded 560 by a strong Brownsville Rivera team. This
week North looks to regroup at home against
McAllen High (1-1), Friday at 7:30 in
Edinburg.
In other area matchups, Edinburg plays at
Harlingen in a game between traditional powers, and Edinburg Economedes faces off at La
Joya against the always tough Coyote group.
“We ran up against a very tough team in
Rivera,” Edinburg North Head Coach Lopez
said. “They just took it to us.”
Brownsville Rivera, ranked 20th in the
state, really turned on the heat against
Edinburg North; the Cougars had their hands
full all night allowing 430 total yards.
““They just shut us down,” Lopez said. His
team will seek to better last week’s 80-yard
output on offense against Rivera, against a
McHigh team that lost to Harlingen in Week 1.
“We’re a very young team,” he continued.
“We are nowhere near where we would like to
be.”
If the Cougars are going to improve against
McHigh, they will need a healthy Jerry Saenz.
The junior running back was sidelined midway through the game with a strained neck but

says he is looking forward to returning to play
in about a week or so.
Coach Lopez hopes to see someone to step
up and take charge in these next couple of
weeks before district play begins. He said that
he would like to see junior quarterback
Ramiro Ramirez and tight
end Julio
Rodriguez take the reins.
“They have to assume the leadership role,”
Lopez said. “They need to take the bull by the
horns and become leaders.”
Lopez spoke highly of wide receivers
Dominic James and Gabriel Quintanilla, saying he expects them to be big contributors
Friday.
“They are quality receivers,” he said. “I
hope to get the best out of them.”
Heading into the McHigh game Lopez
thinks his team has a better chance than
against Rivera, which might be the best team
in the Valley.
“They’re not like Rivera,” Lopez said.
“They’re around our level.”
His gameplan this Friday is to set up the
running game early so that the Cougars can
control the pace of the game. Lopez really
wants to use the clock and keep the defense
off the field as much as possible, unlike last
week.
North wants to cause turnovers and then
have offense turn them into offensive touchdowns.

EDINBURG -- The Edinburg
Economedes Jaguars opened the 2004
high school football season with two
losses at home, but Head Coach Oscar
Salinas believes the team can bounce
back.
“We feel we have a good chance to
win,” said Salinas. “We (have) played
well. Our defense is struggling right
now, but we’ve play hard.”
The Jaguars (0-2) will be on the
road tomorrow night against the La
Joya Coyotes (1-1) in their last nondistrict game of the regular season.
Last week the Jaguars had a sevenpoint lead late in the fourth quarter
against the Brownsville Pace Vikings,
but Pace scored a touchdown and a
two-point conversion to beat
Economedes 36-35.
“We felt we should have won last
week,” said Salinas. “We have to get
that next piece (to complete our
game).”
Despite starting the season with
losses, the Jaguars had two big performances by senior running back
Ryan Richardson, who rushed for a

combined 551 yards.
“He’s playing like he was publicized,” said Salinas. “He’s a good running back. He’s played two good
games and proven he is for real.”
The defense has come up short for
Economedes, allowing a combined 92
points in the pair of non-district
games. Salinas believes the entire
defense could use improvement.
“It’s not just our secondary,” said
Salinas. “The defensive line is not putting pressure on the quarterback, and
the linebackers are not tackling
(well).”
The Jaguars’ defense has allowed a
total of 436 passing yards while
Economedes’ three quarterbacks have
acquired only 70 passing yards in two
games. Also the Jaguars’ signal callers
were 5-of-18 in pass attempts, and
also threw two interceptions in their
first two games.
“(The passing game is) in the
process of getting better,” said the
Jaguars head coach. “We are more
running oriented, but (quarterback)
Javier Garza is learning. As the season
goes along (the passing game) will get
better and have more consistency.”
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High consumption of marijuana among Valley youth
By ALICIA NEVAREZ-WARNER
The Pan American

Gilbert Castillo/The Pan American

Edinburg North Cougars during a recent practice this week in preparation for Friday’s
game against McAllen High.

Jaguars look to bounce back Hockey in Mexico?
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
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Now the team must seek to get on
track against La Joya, always a strong
outfit.
“La Joya gave us a good game last
year,” said Salinas. “The kids are
excited.”
Last week La Joya was able to disrupt Laredo Alexander’s offensive
line, sacking the quarterback five
times for -47 yards in the 35-7 road
victory.
“They stack everybody against the
line like Sharyland,” said Salinas.
“Our line understands (what they need
to do).”
There is a possibility that Jaguars
senior running backs Richardson and
Derek Garcia could see playing time
on defense in Economedes’ secondary.
However, Salinas would not guarantee
the pair would play on defense.
“If it happens, of course it won’t be
full-time,” he promised. “We need to
get some stops. One stop would have
beat (Brownsville) Pace.”
Despite the two losses Salinas says
the team has a great attitude and is
ready to face the Coyotes.
“They’re down,” said Salinas. “We
knew we had tough games.”

By The Pan American
McALLEN -- It sounds strange,
but it is true. Believe it or not, Mexico
has a national hockey team.
The Mexican National Hockey
Team will make their inaugural
appearance against a professional
team Oct. 15 at 7:30 p.m.
when they take on the Río
Grande Valley Killer Bees at
the Dodge Arena.
“Many people have asked,
‘Mexico has a hockey
team?’” said Killer Bees
General Manager Trey
Medlock. “It’s going to be
unique (the game). Most people here
haven’t seen international hockey.”
Mexico will continue their tour in
the Valley against the Corpus Christi
Rayz Oct. 16 at the AmericanBank
Center and finish up Oct. 17 when
they face the 2004 President Cup
champion Laredo Bucks at the
Laredo Entertainment Center.
“I know it’s strange to the
Mexicans that we have a hockey
team,” said Mexican National
Hockey Team Head Coach Joaquín
De La Garma. “It’s like a dream come
true (for the players) to come up and
play at the professional level. It’s the

best experience for them. They’re all
excited.”
Mexico is far from being a world
hockey power, especially when compared to its neighbors, the United
States and Canada. However, in the
past five years, great strides have been
made in Mexican hockey.
After spending the first
few years getting trounced at
the International Ice Hockey
Federation
World
Championships, Mexico has
started to win some medals
in the primarily European
and upper North American
sport.
The Tricolores claimed silver
medals in the 2003 Division II qualification tournament and recently won
the bronze in the 2004 Division III
World Championships hosted in
Mexico City.
Killer Bees Head Coach Tracy
Egeland believes Mexico will not be
easy prey and will be a good opportunity for both teams.
“I don’t think it will be that easy to
beat them,” Egeland said. “Down the
road there may be one of these players playing in the league (CHL). It
would be great to have a Mexican
national playing in the CHL.”

Juan, a University of Texas Pan-American student who
asked to remain anonymous when speaking openly about
his history of marijuana use, jokes that it was known that he
is a marijuana user, it may hurt his future in politics.
He recalls his first time taking a hit from a joint or
marijuana cigarette. He was 12 years old when his
neighbor, a 16-year-old boy, offered the drug to him.
“He was a pretty good friend of mine,” Juan recalls. “He
didn’t really push it on me. He just asked if I wanted to try
it. Out of curiosity, I tried it.”
What is no laughing matter to area experts is the lack of
gravity youth place on marijuana use. Professional drug
counselors here would also like to amend a study by the
National Survey on Drug Use and Health that said by virtue
of race, Hispanic teens are inherently at risk for marijuana
use.
Those who differ say it is location, in addition to
ethnicity demographics, that determine vulnerable youth.
Chances are, Hispanic males living below the poverty
level between the ages of 13 and 15 in Hidalgo County
have already tried or have been offered marijuana,
according to a study by the Texas Commission on Alcohol
and Drug Abuse (TCADA).
The study also proposes that those at risk rank lower than
average in education. The higher number Hispanics in the
border region will eventually mirror national findings due
to the nature of Hispanic population growth, according to
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Resources.
Juan, the 23-year-old UTPA student, said that despite

anti-drug messages delivered by parents, and in elementary,
middle and high school, he chose to interpret their point in
his own way.
“I was brainwashed from day one. I was a product of the
Nancy Reagan “Just Say No!” era,” said Juan. “The phrase
didn’t make me want to avoid them [drugs]. It just made me
curious.”
Young Hispanics are at a greater risk based on such
mistaken beliefs, plus environmental factors and
educational levels that remain low, according to Robert
Ruiz, a licensed professional counselor at the South Texas
Health System Behavioral Health Center.
“Those who say they use marijuana out of curiosity are at
risk as well,” said Ruiz. “Once they do it and find it an
enjoyable experience, they are more apt to continue to use.
“However, they don’t realize they are taking the road
most traveled by people who fall into long-term addiction.
They use drugs as a coping mechanism. I have heard many
young people say, “I use drugs to feel better. They are
usually running from a problem.”
Ruiz said all youth has an especially hard row to hoe
when it comes to avoiding drug abuse pitfalls. He
responded to a study, “Monitoring the Future National
Results on Adolescent Drug Use: Overview of Key
Findings” that shows 30 percent of youth overlook the
dangers of marijuana, but 40 percent relate marijuana use
with popularity.
“Some kids start using because they think it’s cool. They
begin using because they believe that everybody in school
must be using,” stated Ruiz. “We must challenge these
beliefs and teach young people how to think.”

*Marijuana is the most
used illegal drug in the
United States.
*Nearly 69 million
Americans over the
age of 12 have tried
marijuana at least
once.

*Today’s marijuana is
10 to 15 times
stronger than it was in
the 60s.
*Texas Federal Drug
Seizures: Marijuana:
613,107.3 kgs.

Source: www.drug-statistics.com

See MARIJUANA page 6

Positions filled: Former students stay on grounds
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

MEETING- Michelle Duran (left) chats with members of the Student Leadership Program. She is a
2002 graduate, who now works full-time as the coordinator of the program.

It seems almost unfair. Just as the university’s ins and outs become
imprinted on the back of a student’s head, it’s time to ship out and start
a career. But a few UTPA alumni got lucky. Upon graduation they found
a slot to fill right here on campus, with the degree they earned.
Weslaco native Melissa Ciomperlik graduated in August 2002 with a
degree in journalism with a concentration in public relations and
advertising. During her years as a student, Ciomperlik formed bonds
with faculty and students that made her time at UTPA positive.
“I think the communication department was kind of like a little family
for me,” said Ciomperlik. “I had a close relationship with all of my
professors, and I think that really helped my educational experience.”
A former reporter for The Pan American, Ciomperlik went on to
complete a master’s at UT-Austin and now finds herself writing for
University Relations.
She took the job because there was an opening, but also because it
offered work she has done in the past and the chance to get into some
interesting projects.
“I like it so far. It’s kind of good to be able to, I guess in a sense, give
back, and it’s a familiar place for me,” Ciomperlik said. “It’s easier
when I write stories, I’ve done it all before, the familiarity has made it
easier in the job I’ve done now.”
Ciomperlik said she’s pleased with her choice to stay at UTPA
because of the trust the university instilled in her in four years as a
student.
“A lot of times, getting a job is more about relationships that you
build and people that have faith in you, and your references,” said
Ciomperlik. “I think that it has a lot to do with that, so if you can get a
job where people know you, and know what you’re like, and know how

See ALUMNI page 12

September 9, 2004

NEWS

Page 4

Student commuters:
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Taking a different course

By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American
College students hustle between dorm rooms and
classes on ten-speed bikes, metal scooters and
leather-strapped sandals, or so the generality goes.
Michael Jacquez, a University of Texas-Pan
American freshman, drives 40 miles from
Harlingen through narrow half-constructed
highways, around school buses, and lingers in a
congestion of cars around the university until
reaching class. This is the reality of UTPA
commuters.
The university estimates that many of their
students commute from the lower Valley, a drive of
30 minutes or more. Yet, these students put aside
the generalizations and recognize the necessity
their life presents them, ordinary or not.
"My dad has polio," Jacquez said. "My parents
still need me at home to help with a lot of things."
Like Jacquez, many students prefer staying
closer to home to be with their families. Javier
Cavazos a sophomore pre-med student prefers
driving 45 minutes to leaving his family members
behind, especially his grandfather.
After being offered a full paid scholarship to St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio, Cavazos
declined in order to stay with his family. He
commented that 40 miles to UTPA is worth it for
the family.
Others chose commuting to save money.
Oscar Valdez, a senior majoring in mechanical
engineering, resided at the dorms in the beginning
of his college career. However, paying $515 for
rent at the dorms proved to be more expensive than
commuting from his parents’ house, Valdez
explained.
"Living at home has saved me money," Valdez
said. "Not a whole lot more because of gas, but it
still saved me some money."
Students who choose to commute have to
allocate their expenses to make room for gas,
though predicting it may not be easy. Jacquez sets
a budget aside to get him to school every week. In
some cases, it even means sacrificing weekend

activities.
The fluctuating prices of gas hinder many
students from choosing to commute.
Lidia Ramos, a sophomore formerly commuting
from Harlingen, chose to move to McAllen because
the drive and the gas prices were too strenuous.
"You have to wake up early and then driving
through the mid-Valley construction is stressful,"
Ramos said. "Gas is horrible. It takes a quarter of
tank to get there and back. It's not worth it."
"I hate it so much," said Noe Monsivais, a
sophomore who commutes 30 minutes from

“You have to wake up early
and then driving through
the mid-Valley construction is stressful.”
-Lidia Ramos,
sophomore biology major
Hidalgo. "If it wasn’t for that drive, I could get two
hours more sleep."
However, commuting and waking up early serves
as an advantage to other students. Living at the
dorms tempts many students to sleep in more,
eventually neglecting class altogether.
"It’s nice to wake up and be ten minutes from
class," Valdez said. "But living at the dorms it was
easier to sleep in and skip class. At home, I have
my brothers to get me up. The drive wakes me up
too."
To students like Jacquez, waking up early in the
morning does not lag or drag their mental alertness
for the rest of the day. It even works as the
counterpart, a daily dose of contemplation to
prepare them for the day.
"The drive gives you 45 minutes to clear your
mind and set your priorities for the day," Jacquez

See COMMUTE page 11

Astros notch 12th Win

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

MINGLING- Dean Rodolfo Rocha of the College of Arts and Humanities
participates in Welcome Week to stretch a hand out to new students.

Rocha’s vacation is
filled with big news

Houston hit four first-inning home runs and tied a team
record of 12 straight wins, beating Cincinnati 5-2 on
Wednesday.
With the win, the Astros tied Tampa Bay for the longest
winning streak in the majors this season, and are back in
the thick of the playoff race.
"We're on a nice roll right now," first baseman Jeff
Bagwell said to the Associated Press. "It's kind of been
amazing to me, all the home runs we're hitting. I've never
seen it quite like this."
Houston has won 20 of 23 games since Aug. 15 for the
best record in the major leagues during that time, as they
battle for the NL Wild card spot with a number of other
teams.

Bonds hits number 698

By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American
What did you do on your summer vacation?
Some traveled or worked, and some took either classes or time off. For one
of the university’s six college deans, the summer was one of monumental
importance, and its effects are still reverberating.
Rodolfo Rocha, Dean of the College of Arts and Humanities, was one of
only 10 Hispanic educators selected nationwide to become part of the 2005
class at the Kellogg MSI Leadership Fellows Program.
In early August the Alliance for Equity in Higher Education announced the
names of 30 distinguished leaders for this prestigious program including 10
individuals each from the American Indian, Hispanic, and African-American
communities.
“Having been selected from Pan Am is not only a recognition for myself,
but for the institution itself, there were only ten around the nation,” Rocha
said.
This new program is set to prepare these individuals to become the next
generation of presidents for Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs).
There are three partner organizations that make up the Alliance: the
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC); the Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) and the National
Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO).
Rocha explained that prior to receiving this honor and challenge, he had
some exposure to the same sort of situation. As part of the American Council
of Education, Rocha strengthened his skills to serve as a better dean for the
students.
“I have had previous training for leadership in the academy,” Rocha said.
“I am an ACE fellow, class of ’98. As an ACE fellow you are trained to
assume leadership positions in the academy. The academy means the
profession, higher education.
“As ACE fellows we are trained to be senior leaders…I also went to
Harvard to continue my training as a leader. Both the ACE and the Harvard
are good training, however, the Kellogg is also a training program for people
to become leaders,” he said. “In this case what they would like for us to do is
to become provost or presidents of a university, which is the goal of ACE
does as well.”
The Kellogg program trains individuals to become the next generation of
leaders at their respective minority institution. The selected few show an
overall commitment to diversity at the vital administrative level.
“The Kellogg focuses on, in my case, becoming a leader at an HSI, which
is a Hispanic Serving Institution. To be a Hispanic Serving Institution you
have to have 25 percent of your student body be Hispanic,” Rocha said.
“These are programs to train to become provosts or presidents at these
institutions.”
The intensive Kellogg training includes seminars, meetings, a mentor and
even an internship at a campus away from their respective campus, under the
tutelage of what is termed a “Model President.” Possible destinations for this
training include UTSA – where new university president Blandina Cardenas

See ROCHA page 6
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Barry Bonds smashed his 698th home run but Colorado
still pulled off an 8-7 squeaker over San Francisco on
Tuesday night.
Bonds is within two homers of joining Hank Aaron (755)
and Babe Ruth (714) as the only players to reach 700.
The six-time NL MVP has hit 40 home runs in five straight
seasons and in eight overall, tying Aaron, and he had 73
homers to set a record three years ago.
Babe Ruth holds the major league record with 11 seasons
with 40 home runs, including 60 in 1927, then the record.

NFL ticket prices spike
The average cost for a family at an NFL game this year
will be more than $300, according to the Fan Cost Index
compiled by Team Marketing Reportís annual survey.
According to the AP, the average ticket price for an NFL
game this season will be more than $54, a 4.9 percent
increase from 2003.
The Atlanta Falcons and Carolina Panthers had the
biggest average increase in ticket prices. The Falcons
raised their average price by 26.2 percent to $43.71. NFC
champ Carolina raised prices by 18 percent to $50.23.

Rockets welcome Mutombo
Houston traded three reserve guards to Chicago for 7
foot-2 veteran center Dikembe Mutombo Wednesday.
An eight-time all-Star and four-time Defensive Player of
the Year, Mutombo is fourth in NBA history with 2,996
blocked shots. The Georgetown veteran will be the primarybackup forAll-Star center Yao Ming.
"With the addition of Dikembe, we have bolstered our
interior defense and rebounding," Rockets general manager
Carroll Dawson said. "Dikembe has had a long distiguished
carreer, but can still contribute on a nightly basis.”
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FOR THE RECORD
NFL

UTPA SPORTS

Today

WOMEN’S GOLF

Week 1
Thursday, Sept. 2
Non-district
McAllen High 26, Weslaco High 24

Indianapolis at New England, 8 p.m.
Date

Opponent

San Benito 14, Edinburg High 12

Detroit at Chicago, Noon

Oct. 4

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Browns. Porter 34, Brown. Lopez 31

Cincinnati at N.Y. Jets, Noon

Oct. 5

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Friday, Sept. 3

Tennessee at Miami, Noon

Oct. 11

Lady Indian Classic

Oakland at Pittsburgh, Noon

Oct. 12

Lady Indian Classic

La Joya 35, Laredo Alexander 7

San Diego at Houston, Noon

Oct. 24

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

Mission Vets 21, McAllen Mem. 19

Arizona at St. Louis, Noon

Oct. 25

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

Sharyland 28, Harlingen South 24

Tampa Bay at Washington, Noon

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Laredo Nixon 20, Rio Grande City 0

Seattle at New Orleans, Noon

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

Harlingen High 35, Donna 28

Jacksonville at Buffalo, Noon

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

Brownsville Rivera 56, Edin. North 0

Sunday’s Games

Non-district

Baltimore at Cleveland, Noon

Browns. Pace 36,Economedes 35

MEN’S GOLF

Atlanta at San Francisco, 3:15 p.m.

PSJA High 42, Weslaco East 6

Dallas at Minnesota, 3:15 p.m.
N.Y.Giants at Philadelphia, 3:15 p.m.
Kansas City at Denver, 7:30 p.m.
Monday’s Game
Minnesota at Philadelphia, 8 p.m.
Note: all times central standard time

HOUSTON ASTROS
Date

Opponent

PSJA North 35, PSJA Memorial 14
Date
Opponent
Time
Sept. 13 Fairway Club Invit. (Univ. of Nebraska)
Sept. 14 Fairway Club Invit. (Univ. of Nebraska)
Oct. 4 Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Oct. 5 Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Oct. 11 Crown Classic (Stephen F. Austin)
Oct. 12 Crown Classic(Stephen F. Austin)
Oct. 22 The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
Oct. 23 The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
Oct. 24 The Nelson Invit (Stanford Univ.)

Score

Aug. 26 Chicago

L-3-8

Aug. 27 Chicago

W-15-7

Aug. 28 Chicago

W-7-6

Aug. 29 Chicago

W-10-3

Aug. 30 Cincinnati

W-11-3

Aug. 31 Cincinnati

W-8-0

Sept. 1

Cincinnati

W-9-3

Sept. 3

PITTSBURGH W-8-6

Sept. 4

PITTSBURGH W-6-5

Sept. 5

PITTSBURGH W-10-5

Sept. 6

CINCINNATI

W-11-5

Sept. 7

CINCINNATI

W-9-7

Sept. 8

CINCINNATI

W-9-7

Sept. 9

Pittsburgh

4:05 p.m.

Sept. 10 Pittsburgh

6:05 p.m.

Sept. 11 Pittsburgh

12:35p.m.

Sept. 12 Pittsburgh

6:05 p.m.

Sept. 13 OPEN
Sept. 14

Seattle

7:10 p.m.

Sept. 15

Seattle

7:10 p.m.

TEXAS RANGERS
Date

Opponent

Score

Aug.26

Minnesota

W-8-3

Aug.27

Baltimore

W-6-4

Aug. 28 Baltimore

W-4-3

Aug. 29 Baltimore

L-6-7

Aug. 30 Open

La Feria 14, Mercedes 6
Roma 8, Falfurrias 0
Browns.St.Joseph 18, Hidalgo 13
Port Isabel 32, Monterrey Tech 18
Rio Hondo 47, La Villa 0
Raymondville 26, Mathis 12
Lyford 53, Santa Rosa 0
Premont 28, Progreso 0

VOLLEYBALL
(partial schedule)
Team/Tournament Time

Date

Edcouch-Elsa 50,Tuloso-Midway21

Saturday, Sept. 4
non-district
McAllen Rowe 48, Mission High 0

Aug. 29
Sept. 1
Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept. 8
Sept. 10
Sept. 11
Sept. 18
Sept. 22
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Oct. 1
Oct. 6
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 16
Oct. 19

UTPA Alumni
W 3-0
Matamoros Club Cancelled
UTPA Invitational
W 3-0
(Grambling State)
W 3-0
UTPA Invitational
W 3-0
(Oklahoma Univ.)
L 2-3
at Baylor
L 0-3
Texas Tech Round-up Noon
Texas Tech Round-up Noon
at Texas A&M-Int’l
4 p.m.
at Prairie View A&M 7 p.m.
at Air Force
7 p.m.
No. Colorado Classic 7 p.m.
No. Colorado Classic 4 p.m.
at Sam Houston State 7 p.m.
at Texas A&M-CC
7 p.m.
Texas A&M-CC
7 p.m.
No. Colorado
7 p.m.
Utah Valley State
7 p.m.
Texas A&M-Kings. 7 p.m.

Oct. 21

UTEP

7 p.m.

Oct. 22

New Mexico State

7 p.m.

Oct. 25

Texas State

7 p.m.

Los Fresnos at PSJA High

Oct. 27

UTSA

7 p.m.

PSJA North at Mercedes

Corpus Carroll 20, Brown. Hanna 13
idle: Los Fresnos
Week 2
Thursday, Sept. 9
Non-district
Weslaco East at Harlingen South
Monterrey Metro at Browns. Hanna
Friday, Sept. 10
Non-district
Edin. Economedes at La Joya
McAllen High at Edin. North
McAllen Memorial at Browns. Pace
Browns. Rivera at McAllen Rowe
Sharyland at Mission
Rio Grande City at Roma
Donna at San Benito
Edinburg High at Harlingen High

Browns. Porter at Weslaco High

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
Week 0
Friday, Aug. 27
Non-district

Browns. Lopez at La Feria
PSJA Memorial at Raymondvile
MMA at Lyford
Santa Rosa at Progreso
St. Joseph at Rio Hondo

Aug. 31 Minnesota

L-5-8

Brownsville Rivera 21, La Joya 14

Sept. 1

Minnesota

L-2-4

Harlingen High 28, McAllen High 17

Sept. 2

Minnesota

L-0-2

McAllen Rowe 30, PSJA North 0

Hidalgo at Mission Veterans

Sept. 3

Boston

L-0-2

Sharyland 56, Economedes 34

Idle:Brownsville Hanna, Edcouch-

Sept. 4

Boston

W-8-6

Corpus Christi Carroll 21, Donna 9

Elsa, Port Isabel, La Villa

Sept. 5

Boston

L-5-6

Weslaco High 28, Mission High 14

Sept. 6

CHICAGO

L-4-7

Los Fresnos 16, Port Isabel 13, OT

Sept. 7

CHICAGO

W-10-3

Edcouch-Elsa 51, Hidalgo 41

Sept. 8

CHICAGO

L-2-5

Progreso 14, La Villa 12

HOME GAMES IN CAPS

Saturday, Sept. 11
Non-district

Week 3
Thursday, Sept. 16
Non-district

Browns.St.Joseph 69,Santa Rosa 13

Bro. Lopez vs. Bro. Pace

Lyford 15, Hebronville 12

Harlingen South at PSJA North
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Writing

continued from page 11

help students write well and avoid plagiarism.
Peer tutor, Delma Maldonado, does encounter students who unintentionally
plagiarize.
"They think that it's sufficient just to have a works cited or bibliography but
they don't realize that there needs to be internal documentation,” Maldonado
said. “And that's probably the most common problem. They don't cite things
within the text.”
When assisting students, Maldonado usually asks them what information is
coming from the source so she can teach the student to cite it properly. But she
does not condone intentional plagiarism.
"It's dangerous. It's really risky business. It's your decision ultimately. You
can get busted for it but know that there are going to be serious consequences
and of course, you can be kicked out of school for it,” Maldonado said. “I
personally don't think it is worth it.”
To help against this problem, tutors inform students that there are a variety
of handbooks to assist them. Since there are different writing styles that require
different types of documentation, the writing center has handbooks and
handouts for Modern Language Association (MLA), American Psychological
Association (APA), Chicago Manual and Turabian.
Tutors also tell students to ask their professors for samples of references or
work cited lists to know what has to be done and improve the quality of work.
Another concern the writing center stresses to students is that not everything
posted on the Internet is reliable and accurate. Students need to do their
research and find out if the source they plan to use is credible, commented
Davidson
Though the Internet can be a beneficial tool in writing a paper, it opens a
Pandora's box. Students can be swept with temptation to purchase an online
paper and pass it off as their own, leading to long trail of trouble.
"You know, if an instructor were to just pick up just the language of the
sentence being awkward and didn't seem like it was your language, and were
to type in into a Google search, or some kind of interface where they can do a
search, they're going to pull up that paper or parts of that paper," Garcia said.
Garcia said that the tutors do discuss the consequence of plagiarism with the
students.
"Often if it looks like it's plagiarism or they admit to it, we'll say 'You know
that's a violation of the honor code.” Garcia said. “’If that's discovered by your
instructor, you can get taken for disciplinary action before the dean. It's
something that could possibly be noted in your academic record and probably
for the rest of your life and do you really want to do that just to get out of
Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American
maybe a poor grade, maybe a D that you really deserve because you didn't do
EVERY VOTE COUNTS— Students stop by the “Rock the Vote” table Tuesday at the the work?'"
Garcia said that the UWC is there for people who need help. She doesn't
recruitment fair to register for the upcoming presidential election.
want students to think that they are a policing agency.
Since there is no way to know for sure if the student will go ahead and
plagiarize, they can't report students. They are just a place to serve and advise.
"So it's kind of a fine line as tutors and as the writing center that we rest upon
because we want to be helpful to students," Garcia said. "We want them to
continued from page 3
become the best writers that they can possibly become and at the same time we
have to operate within the university and encourage them to adhere to all
you work, or at least you have references there deserve.
that can vouch for you then I think that makes it
“I believe in the program I’m working with policies, including those regarding plagiarism and the honor code."
Davidson and Garcia both said it is better for the student to write their own
a little easier as well.”
now, I believe the Valley has so much
paper
and earn their grade honestly. It's all about personal integrity.
The desire to stay in a field where she had potential,” stated Duran. “I saw that the
experience led Ciomperlik to UTPA’s students I was fortunate enough to work with in
University Relations department, but desire to my undergraduate career, the Student
work for something she believed in led Leadership Program, had a lot of promise, and
Michelle Duran to stay in Edinburg.
that all our students have a lot of promise if
Duran graduated in December 2002 with a they put time and effort into their work. I really
degree in computer science. Just as Ciomperlik saw all the potential of what could be.”
had, she found her experience at UTPA to be
Being a former student is advantageous to
gratifying.
Duran beyond familiarity with buildings on
“It was absolutely fabulous,” commented campus. She said it provides her with an edge
Duran. “It was the complete college education that no one else has, and that’s being aware of
for me, it was getting my degree beyond just a what it really is like being a student at this
normal education, but actually getting university, in this community.
everything from campus life to mentoring
“Because of the fact that I’m from Pan Am, I
components to an actual professional position. graduated from here, I think it’s just been a
It was pretty much the complete well-rounded complete asset to my professional position,"
education.”
stressed Duran. "It helps me understand the
As a student, Duran worked with the Student population that I’m working with because I was
Leadership Program, working with several one of the population. It helps me see the
students that had a lot of potential. She said limitations and the strengths of the students.”
throughout her college career she saw how
Duran said that the university has taught her
students in the Rio Grande Valley were both academically as well as professionally and
overlooked and believed that those at UTPA had said that she is delighted in her decision to
more potential than people may have thought. attend and work at UTPA.
Once it became time for her to graduate, she
“It’s just been the place that I’ve found my
Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
knew she wanted to stay at UTPA and help roots in, and it’s my home away from home,”
Sophomore business major Elizabeth Resendez gets writing advice
ensure that its students get everything they she concluded.
from Juan Ovalle at the University Writing Center.

Alumni
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Self-defense offers student empowerment
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
Among the many booths at the student recruitment
fair Tuesday, Mike Blackwood was putting the
moves on students. Self defense moves that is.
Sponsored by the Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Program from the Student Life and Transitional
Services, the purpose behind the demonstration was,
“to enable UTPA students to understand that there
are ways to ensure their personal safety on and off
campus,” Miguel Lopez, organizer of the event said.
Martial arts expert, Blackwood is a minister at
Harvey Drive Church of Christ in McAllen and has
been teaching regular classes of Ju-Te-Ryu to
members for nine years.
“People tend to confuse self-defense with martial
arts. Self defense, you have to be real grounded,”
Blackwood said. “It’s not fantasy, you don’t have
time to warm up. The more a person is aware the
more you can reduce your chance [of being
attacked].”
Blackwood was able to show a small group of
students what to do should if attacked. But as he
explained it’s not only knowing where the attacker is
coming from.
“You’re dealing with the human body,"
Blackwood explained. "There are only so many
angles that an attacker can come from."
Christy Ramirez, a senior finance major,
participated in the demonstration. She feels that in
today’s society, self-defense is necessary.
“I think it’s always important to know when to
defend yourself,” Ramirez said. “Now that I learned
a couple of moves, I feel like I’m in a better
position.”
The latest figures from the UTPA crime report
indicate that there were a total of 10 reported

assaults both residential and non-residential in 2002.
Lopez attributed the growth of the student
population to those numbers.
“As a result of this [increase] students bring with
them different behaviors,” Lopez stated. “Many
students due to their youth and inexperience often
allow their behavior to be influenced by peers,
alcohol and their misperceptions of what is normal.”
Both Lopez and Blackwood agreed that today’s
society, including the growing threat of terrorism
plays a significant role in how the public view self
defense and well-being.
“As social problems in communities become more
complex and as UTPA enrollment continues to
increase, issues in student safety will continue to
grow and change,” Lopez said.
“Perhaps the greatest asset to student safety is to
assist the student not only in their academic IQ, but
also in the development of their social and
emotional.”

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

Mike Blackwood conducts demostration with
freshman Stephen Rodriguez (above), senior
Christy Ramirez and junior Annel Zamarron
(left).

Nursing numbers in need of augmentation
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
With a projected increase of job positions for registered
nurses (RN) many students are becoming interested in the
field. According to the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services by the year 2020 there will be a shortage
of 800,000 RNs.
However, many students are being turned away by
universities due to a lack of professors. There are
currently 150 students admitted into the University of
Texas-Pan American's nursing program; 140 are taking
the required pre-nursing courses.
According to the nursing department chair, Carolina
Huerta, about 60 are enrolled in the graduate program.
“We are also having problems with the national
shortage of faculty,” Huerta said. “There have been more
student applications for the BSN [Bachelor of science in
nursing] program but we are only able to admit 80
students each spring.”
Universities across the country are running into the
same problem due to health-care jobs with better pay and
fewer nurses in doctoral programs. According to Huerta,
the shortage of faculty is due to the fact that many
professors are “baby boomers” who are retiring from the
profession.
“The average age of the nursing faculty is
approximately 50 years of age,” Huerta explained. “There
are also so many other opportunities in nursing and in
other fields that being a nurse educator is not as
appealing.”
The nursing department has been advising students to

help the national nursing and
faculty shortage by attending
Projected RN Shortage
recruitment
events,
offering
800,000
flexible schedules for returning
nurses and implementing measures
to retain more students. Another
way would be to increase the
By 2020, the projected RN
capacity pre-nursing classes and by
shortage will be 800,000
working closely with area hospitals
to provide the quality nursing
graduates that are needed.
“We are encouraging students to
381,250
enter into our graduate program,”
Huerta said. “In order to teach
professional nursing in the State of
213,500
Texas, you must have a Master’s in
nursing or a Master’s in another
field with at least six hours in
125,000
graduate nursing courses.”
Amanda Gamaz, a sophomore
taking nursing classes at UTPA and
STC, joined the nursing program
2010
2020
2015
2005
because she had a desire to help
others and finds the lack of faculty to have some professors.”
Huerta was presented with the opportunity to teach at
beneficial outcomes.
Pan
American College 30 years ago due to a nursing
“Although a solution must be made in order to recruit
more qualified professors to teach in the nursing field, the shortage, and it has been her life’s vocation ever since.
“I found I truly enjoyed helping student achieve their
shortage has caused students to become competitive,
[and] it makes us try harder to get into the program,” goals,” Huerta explained. “I have since, of course,
Gamez said. “In the long run all of our hard work will be obtained a master’s and doctorate. I believe my efforts
worth it and if more of us consider teaching in the field and those of our faculty who have been here a very long
we will help reduce the shortage in nursing and time have been very beneficial to our community.”
Source: DiscoverNursing.com
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“I was a product of the Nancy Reagan ‘Just
say no!’ era. The phrase didn’t make me
want to avoid them [drugs]. It just made me
curious.”
-Juan (anonymous), UTPA student
encourages use of other drugs,” long term study findings show. In addition, the study adds
that those who use marijuana are up to 104 times more inclined to begin using cocaine.
Guerra agreed. In the future, he hopes to see more efforts to emphasize the fact that
marijuana is not a drug of a lesser degree, but one that is equally dangerous to youth as
any other.

NEWS

Writing center helps students
learn rules, dismiss old habits

continued from page 3

A practicing drug counselor for five years, he has seen 8-year-olds in treatment for
marijuana use. Ruiz said changing these beliefs is the key to modifying behavior in those
who use marijuana even casually.
Using the analogy of putting poison in a beloved pet’s bowl he asks those he counsels,
“Would you poison your dog’s food?” Hearing a mortified negative response, Ruiz follows
up with the questions, “Don’t you love yourself? Why are you poisoning yourself?”
Dealing with real problems like low college graduate levels, domestic violence issues,
lack of values in some indigent households even modeling parent drug abuse, the
counselor said Hispanic youth might find it easy to try to use drugs for escapism.
Ruiz challenges all youth to “take responsibility and don’t blame others for your
mistakes. You choose to use, others didn’t make that decision for you.”
Some users like Juan say that in his experience the viewpoint on inadequate education
is inaccurate. The psychology major that also aspires to a minor in criminal justice
counters that given facts about marijuana; young people should make their own educated
choices.
“If I had children, I would educate them before I tell them about my use of drugs,” Juan
said. “I would try my best not to impose my views on them. That’s their decision. If that’s
what they choose than they will have to deal with it on their own.
“I was just 12. I had more education than most kids my age. I was selected to go to a
more academically advanced school. So it was not a lack of education that pushed me to
try marijuana. My parents told me all about those anti-drug messages. I said, yes because
I wanted to.”
Researchers say that high school students are saying, no to marijuana use because antidrug initiatives seem to work. However, marijuana use in older college level students is
growing.
Findings in the study “Monitoring the Future 2003: In-School Surveys of 8th-, 10th-,
and 12th- Grade Students” by the National Institute on Drug Abuse and University of
Michigan, conducted in December 2003, support this belief.
In the study, responses seemed to hinge on the age of a user.
For instance, beginning with eighth-graders 17.5 percent said they have used marijuana
in their lifetime. Tenth-graders said approximately 36.4 percent had used and 46.1 percent
of high school seniors said they had used the drug.
Among college students and adults ranging from ages 19-40, a 1975-2002 study by the
National Institute on Drug Abuse and the University of Michigan called “Monitoring the
Future National Survey” showed that in 2002 about 50 percent of college aged students,
and 57 percent of young adults up to age 28 said they used marijuana in their lifetime. Of
the same groups, 34.7 and 29.3 percent said they had used marijuana within the past year.
Juan admits to distributing marijuana to minors, some elementary age students.
“I didn’t offer it to them,” Juan stated. “I don’t advertise. They know people who know
me. I’m a middleman. People just ask me.”
There is no question that the logistical nature of the Rio Grande Valley, along a major
drug trafficking route, correlates with statistics showing Hispanic youth marijuana use is
related to border population, according to Jody Guerra Palmer Drug Abuse Center
coordinator.
“Being on the north side of the border, puts us in a unique area,” said Guerra the 14year veteran counselor. “This is where drugs are staged in the way of being stashed and
packaged before they move further north.”
As for Hispanic youths being a more susceptible target he notes that the abundance of
drugs is a major factor.
“It’s the abundance," Guerra said. "Drugs are more available here so the price goes
down. It’s easy to get them here.”
With no trouble finding an affordable supplier, Juan admits he took his drug use to
another level.
“I’ve experimented with other drugs, but not as a direct result of pot,” Juan claims. “I
can tell you for sure. There are a lot of things I haven’t tried and won’t try. I’ve never
graduated to harsher things.”
Experts say that eventually marijuana use leads to a considerably more potent chemical
abuse. According to a report “Marijuana: Facts Parents Need to Know” by the National
Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institutes of Health, it is considered a gateway drug.
While not all people who use marijuana go on to use other drugs, using marijuana
sometimes lowers inhibitions about drug use and exposes users to a culture that
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“I don’t like to use the expression that marijuana is a gateway drug,” Guerra stressed.
“The reality is that it’s just as bad and we should view it that way. It’s not O.K. A danger
of marijuana use is not seeing that following this path, leads to this place.”
Guerra said that the push to legalize marijuana is an argument championed by some, but
does not constitute safety.
“The fact of the matter is, it’s still illegal," Guerra said. "Users still suffer negative
effects, legal or not. It still has negative effects on health, family and spirituality. Through
denial, they fail to see the real dangers.”
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) reported that of the estimated
438,202 prison population, 29 percent of the incarcerations are related to substance abuse.
At UTPA, a $90,000 annual Drug Free Initiative makes it easier for college students to
have affordable access to substance abuse treatment. The UTPA Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Program (ADAP) gets operational and staff funding also in part from student fees.
Students have access to information, peer counseling and the services of Miguel Lopez, a
licensed professional counselor.
Lopez has his own theory about challenges facing youth concerning marijuana.
He characterizes what is happening to Valley teens and pre-teens as young as eight and
nine-year-olds who just happen to be Hispanic, as consequences of ‘availability and cost.’
Lopez said easy access to cheap drugs makes growing up in this border region a
challenge. He said the prevention and intervention unit sees an average of 10 students per
semester with up to 30 to 40 clients annually. Lopez said alcohol is the number one reason
students visit the center for help.
“It’s very easy for students to cross over to Mexico and drink if they are underage,”
Lopez said.
He added that approximately three students have come in for marijuana counseling in
spring 2004.
Delivery of marijuana carries a punishment of confinement in jail for a term of not more
than 180 days. In addition, those charged may face a fine not to exceed $1,500 or both to
jail time in TDC for life, or for a term of not more than 99 years or less than 15 years, and
a fine not to exceed $250,000.

ROCHA

continued from page 4

served before moving to the Valley – and
UT-El Paso, both state MSIs.
Wherever this takes him, Rocha is looking
forward to furthering his education in this
manner.
“It’s a learning experience, right now we
have only had a one-week seminar, and we
are going to have a series of six different
ones throughout the year,” Rocha said. “I am
going to be mentored by a president of an
HSI. The experience will help us to be very
competitive for positions as provosts or
presidents.”
Rocha explained how he plans to use his
new training to move UTPA, a place where
80 percent of the students are Hispanic, to a
better place academically. He wants the
Edinburg campus to become a household
name.

“I was appreciative of the fact that I had
been selected and that I will continue my
training as a leader in higher education,” he
said. “What I learn in this yearlong process I
will use to help move UTPA to the next level
of leadership in the nation…as a major if not
the premier HSI in the country.”
Rocha envisions UTPA to be university
that Hispanic students can call their premier.
“One of the things I would like to do is to
make UTPA the premier HSI in the country,”
Rocha said. “You know non-Hispanic
whites have their Yale their Princeton their
Harvard. Black-Americans have their
Howard, Mason, Grambling; those are
major prestigious black universities. I would
like to contribute to making UTPA the
premier, the most recognized HSI in the
country.”

Stephen Ambrose was a famous historian known for
his books about American history. He had many honors
and achievements to his name but in a flash it all came
crashing down.
His credibility and reputation was tarnished due to
allegations of plagiarism. Though he claimed it was
poor attribution he committed, he lost the respect and
admiration he once received.
College students encounter the same problem.
Usually, students are not aware of the troubles that can
arise from plagiarism, even if it is unintended. This
problem can easily be avoided with the proper
guidance.
The University of Texas-Pan American University
Writing Center [UWC] located in the library, focuses
on teaching students the proper ways of documenting
information among other things.
Director of the UWC Judy Davidson believes that
since it's the beginning of an academic year, students
need to be reminded of the seriousness of plagiarism
and how to avoid it.
"Sometimes, I think when they [students] get out of
high school, they've forgotten the concept that if it's a
direct quotation they better attribute the source," said
Davidson. "But they don't get the idea that sometimes
if they paraphrase someone's ideas they still need to
give credit and document that individual source.
"So I think sometimes students have a hard time
grasping that you give credit to your source for other
things than just direct quotations. It's for ideas, for
numbers, references, statistics, anything that's not
common knowledge."
Teresa Garcia, writing center supervisor, agrees that
students may sometimes have a misconception of some
sort. They think that by mentioning their source in
their bibliography it covers the bases, but it certainly

STC

does not. Students must credit their source when
paraphrasing.
But why do students have difficulty citing their
sources when paraphrasing?
Garcia said that students don't do enough critical
reading. Sometimes they may not want to or have time
to read the information several times to fully
understand what the source is saying. Therefore, the
student finds paraphrasing grueling.
"They [students] write something that's very

“I think sometimes students
have a hard time grasping that
you give credit to your source,”
-Judy Davidson,
UWC director
derivative," Garcia said. "It relies too much on the
source because they don't really understand what the
source is saying. So I think one way to reduce that is
just to get students to really take the time to read well."
Garcia said that the UWC is there to help students
strengthen their documentation skills.
In doing so, peer tutors are available to assist
students. Currently there are eight under-graduates and
eight graduate/degree tutors that are certified by the
College Reading and Learning Association, an
international certification organization.
Peer tutors are required to attend a workshop every
Thursday where they are trained and are sometimes
informed by faculty members of their documentation
styles. Tutors, in turn can gain a better idea of how to
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Art chair

continued from page 1

2003 fall semester.
“The students had to do all the planning, setup, lighting, and
publicity,” Santiago said. “Everyone got involved and each one had an
assignment to do regarding the commitment. It was an excellent
opportunity for the students to see how to open up a gallery and a
business, and on top of that it was a fabulous learning experience.”
The past semesters has seen a closer working relationship between
art and communication, something Santiago said he was trying to get
going. He also said another contribution he felt he gave as department
chair was the Latin American studies tour, a two-and-a-half week
minimester in Oaxaca, Mexico.
“I spoke with Dr. Richard Phillips who spearheaded this project,”
said Santiago. “I opened it up so that more students could get this once
in a lifetime opportunity. There we added digital photography, design
I, and drawing. We’re already planning for this year’s trip to
Guanajuato.”
While Richard Hyslin is the temporary chair right now, the search
for a permanent chair will begin soon. Lenard Brown, an art professor,
said that he believed that it will take a year or two before a permanent
chair is found. But he said that right now a search is on for an outside
chair.
“The tenure-track faculty is young and replacing retirees,” Brown
said. “They want a senior person who is already had tenure.”
Taking over the role of department chair for the time being is Hyslin,
who was chair of the department from 1980 to 1994. Although he has
the experience, he said that he wasn’t seeking this position and he will
only be interim chair until someone more permanent is found.
“Right now, we’re just going to try to keep things moving,” Hyslin
said. “We have a lot of input from faculty so we’re moving in a way
that has good consensus within the department.”
While he would not comment directly on Santiago’s situation,
Hyslin did say that he hopes the issue does not linger past a certain
time.
“Everyone is hoping that this doesn’t create ill feelings that fester
and stay in the department,” Hyslin said.

See WRITING page 12
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‘Bachelor’s in Applied Technology in Technology
Management,’” said Reed. “What we want to do is
build on the technical skills of our students and
prepare them for supervisory and management
positions.”
Reed explained that after surveying these
companies they were able to determine if graduates
with this type of degree would be useful to these
companies.
“We designed the curriculum and we had to present
it to the Higher Ed Coordinating Board to approve the
program and they have approved the program, Reed
said. “That was the first step, the next step is all
colleges and universities in the south are credited by
what is called The Southern Association for Colleges
and Schools, it is the same body that credits UTPA.
Reed and the administration will conduct a selfstudy to evaluate STC to decide whether the college
meets the accreditation standards to be a bachelor’s
degree granting institution.
December will be when the accreditation body will
make their decision on whether STC will receive
accreditation. They hope to admit their first class in
the fall of 2005.
Reed is confident that students will have a great
interest in pursuing a Bachelor’s at STC.
“There is a big interest for two reasons, one are
students that have attended the college love it and
want to earn a Bachelor’s degree here,” she said.
“Then there is another group of students that
recognize this degree will lead to a pretty good paying

job for them.”
There is an interest from existing students to
continue their education at STC.
“I would consider staying at STC to get a
Bachelor’s only if they offered the degree I am
pursuing or a degree of my interest,” said Ochoa.
“Staying at STC is more convenient, less expensive
and the classroom sizes are smaller, so I would prefer
staying at STC, but it would depend on which degrees
they would offer.”
The institution is allowed to offer up to five
Bachelor’s degrees, there will be research done in the
Valley to see which programs will get students good
employment.
“What we will do is talk to the community and to
the employers because we are only interested in
developing a program that leads to employment,”
explained Reed. “We are not going to train anybody if
there aren’t any jobs so it will have to tie into a real
demand in the Valley and we know healthcare is one,
but we haven’t gone beyond that. We would have to
talk to the employers.”
One of the biggest issues that is being looked at
when deciding which new degrees are being offered is
that the degrees that will be offered at STC are not
already being offered at UTPA.
“We do not want to duplicate anything that is being
offered at UTPA,” said Reed. “State resources are
simply too tight for us to duplicate what is happening
at the university so this is a degree that is not being
offered at the university.”

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

Art Department Chair, Reynaldo Santiago, resigns.

Commute

continued from page 4

said. "On the way home too, it helps you forget about something
that upset you. I can go home and concentrate on my family."
Though some commuters like Valdez and Jacquez enjoy the
commute, others argue that living on campus is essential to
experiencing college. The dorms, the bikes, the leather-strap
sandals make a college student. Commuters are just commuters.
"I guess it might be good to live on campus," said Valdez. "But
it all depends what you want of college."
Many UTPA students know what they want out of college, an
individual desire and goal that is not restrained by
generalizations and conceptions. Commuter or not, they mold
their experience at UTPA to their life and needs. Commuting is
their reality.
"I have to be at home right now,” Noe Monsivais said. "But I
must come to school too.”
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Film students promote College for Texans
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
On Sept. 4, seven students met for the first time to discuss a project that involves persuading thousands of Texan
teens to go to college. These students are putting their use of
broadcasting skills to the test, through the use of film, in a
project called College for Texans.
"It’s exciting because besides learning the basics in
classes like television production, this is going to be more of
an actual job with actual productions and deadlines," broadcast television and film major Carina Medrano said.
"I’m also excited because they were only going to
choose five broadcast students, and I was the fifth to be
picked."
Overall, seven students were selected to take part in this
internship at the University of Texas-Pan American.
According to Chelsea Benham, radio, television and production supervisor, the interns will use $32,000 worth of new
film equipment.
The interns are Rick Aguirre, Nicole Boychuck, Denise
Cantu, Crystal Kief, Carina Medrano, Monica Quintanilla,
and Rita Reyna. They will work 12-20 office hours a week,
and this does not include outside work.
"The kids are really ‘gung ho’ about this," Benham said.
"And this is attitude-driven. They’re hungry for it; they want
this kind of experience. That’s what this internship is about,

SURGERY

to help these students become really marketable, so they can
easily compete in bigger markets."
Benham, who will be completing her second year at
UTPA on Oct. 1, comes from markets that have allowed her
to work on cable networks such as A&E and The History
Channel. She currently holds 17 regional, national, and international awards including South East Regional Emmy for
entertainment. With these qualifications; Benham claims she
knows how to help a student become marketable after college.
Along with the College for Texans Internship, and under
the guidance of Benham, the interns will gain a larger knowledge of the programming industry.
"The idea is to be bigger than a "local news" kind of
graduate," said Benham.
"Getting to know the real ins and outs of programming
and distribution."
Kief, who plans to finish school in December, is excited
about the internship because a project like this is what will
make her marketable after graduation.
"I felt very honored, because it's a great opportunity to
build my resume and when [Benham] came to speak to our
creative strategies class, I realized, this is exactly what I
need," Kief said.
If successful, the College for Texans program will promote college consideration for high school freshmen and
sophomores.

continued from page 7

“I don’t think I would," said Enslow. "I have been given the body I
have, I’m not going to drastically change it.”
When considering these drastic surgeries, people tend to forget about
the risks.
“Any surgery is risky,” said Avila. “My job in a consultation is to
inform the patient that there are risks and make sure that they are aware of
them. One thing that I have noticed about these shows is that in the consultation, the doctor does not talk about the risks.”
A face-lift, with an average surgeon’s fee of approximately $5,283,
can potentially cause injury to the nerves that control facial muscles.
Liposuction, a $2,224 procedure, can cause clotting, infection, and shock
from fluid loss. These are a couple of the risks to consider before crawling
onto that surgery table.
Enslow also talked about her awareness of the dangers of cosmetic
surgery.
“To most people, it is worth the risks,” stated Enslow. “But I wouldn’t want to be that one in 1,000 that ends up maimed or dead from going
under the knife.”

MONSTER

continued from page 7

rather than humans. His abusive childhood may be partially to blame for
his attitude toward people.
Although this world seems unreal, it is real and this is apparent
through the supporting cast. Seth Green plays James St. James, who
considered himself the original “club kid.” His character seems to have
a bit more of a human touch. James' addiction to drugs is very present,
but is not as dominate as Alig's. James seems to have a bit more control
of his life. Critics think Green's performance outshines Culkin's.
According to a TV guide review, Culkin's Alig has the face of a
debauched cherub, but the former child star never quite captures the
charisma everyone swears was an essential component in Alig's success.
Green's St. James steals the picture out from under him (poetic justice
of a sort), and the supporting cast is nothing short of amazing.
If the ‘80s is of any interest to you, this film is a unique portrayal
of the time. Complete with classic ‘880s music, costumes, and nightlife.
For the complete experience, check out the DVD in all retail stores now
with special features including interviews with actors and the real Alig.

"We're the only university, presently that I know of, that
has decided to do a project like this," Benham said. "Because
we're the only, we're not just targeting Hispanics, we're targeting a general market which is high school freshman and
sophomores.
"[The city of] Austin is very eager to get the final video
and involve it in its advertising campaign," she explained. "It
needs to be of very high standards, original material, written,
produced and post produced by the students."
College for Texans is a project of the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board.
According to their website, there is $3 billion available
for Texans who want to attend college. This film project is a
resource the board is using to help get that message across in
a statewide campaign called “Education. Go Get It.” The
goal for the campaign is to enroll 300,000 more prepared students beyond the 200,000 already enrolled by 2015.
"It’s exciting because its not just a production, it’s a
project that will eventually promote higher education,"
Medrano, who will be working on videography and research,
said.
Currently, because of the extensive workload, opportunities are still available for those interested in participating in
the College for Texans internship. Anyone who wishes to use
his or her skills in television, journalism, cartoon and animation, please contact Benham at Cfbenham@panam.edu.

CBS showcases Latin talent
The Latin Grammy’s
awards artists on a basis
of excellence.

By JORGE HINOJOSA
The Pan American
The 5th Annual Latin Grammy Awards were held at
The Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles Wednesday, Sept.
1, and were hosted by George Lopez.
The event was broadcast live on CBS and included
live performances by Jessica Simpson, David Bisbal,
Paulina Rubio, Café Tacuba, and Incubus.
According to the executive director of the Recording
Academy Texas Chapter, Wendy Morgan, a requirement
for the performers is that to present they must be nominated for an award.
“The Grammys and the Latin Grammy Awards are
the only award show that give awards based on technical
and artistic excellence,” Morgan said. “It is given by their
peers, to producers, engineers, artists, writers who are all
members of the recording academy. It’s an association of
professionals in the music industry.”
The event was held in English, and many of the performances were combinations of Spanish and English language artists. This was the case when David Bisbal and
“Newlyweds” star Jessica Simpson performed a duet of
her hit single “Angels.”
“When we’re talking about a show that airs on CBS,”
Morgan said. “The goal with any television show is to
attract the most viewers possible and by bringing in somebody like Jessica Simpson to work on a Latin show brings
in a larger audience. The whole idea is to bring in viewers
that wouldn’t normally watch the Latin Grammys.”
The evening’s big winner was singer/songwriter
Alejandro Sanz, who won four awards; he received Album
Of The Year, Record Of The Year, and Song Of The Year
for No Es Lo Mismo and its title track.

5th Annual Latin Grammy’s
Big Winner:

Alejandro Sanz
*Album of the Year
*Record of the Year
*Song of the Year
*Best Male Pop Vocal Album
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Trend: Making the cut
performed is due to the fact that people respond
to society,” said Avila. “Almost all of the procedures I conduct are for cosmetic purposes.
Appearance-conscious individuals are Breast augmentation and liposuction are probaonly a phone call away from a new nose, chin, bly ranked number one and two, along with
or cheeks.
tummy tucks and eyelid surgery at three and
Cosmetic surgery has become something four.”
of a trend for Americans within the last couple
Television shows such as TLC’s “Body
of years, due to the growth in availability and Work” portrays cosmetic surgery as simple and
acceptance of optional plastic surgery. While normal. An individual desires to change their
many seek out the fountain of youth, others are appearance, so they do it, no problem.
rushing to get tucked, tightened, suctioned, and
Avila stated that cosmetic surgery is more
tweaked like never before to achieve a trim ath- obtainable because covering the cost is simple.
letic profile to the likeness of Barbie and Ken.
“The reason that there are now more teleTwenty years ago, plastic surgery was only vision shows featuring plastic surgery is simply
affordable for the rich and famous. Today, it’s a response to availability,” commented Avila.
available to almost anyone with a credit card “Because of financing companies, loans, and
and vacation time. According to U.S. News and credit, cosmetic surgery has become more
World Report, more than
accessible, therefore, it
8.7 million people underhas become more popuwent cosmetic surgery in
lar.”
2003, up 33 percent from
Ashley Westmeyer,
the previous year, and
a junior at Kansas State
they spent $9.4 billion.
University told the
This growing trend
Kansas State Collegian
may be fueled by the conthat she believes plastic
stant portrayal of plastic
surgery should be availsurgery in the entertainable to everyone.
ment industry. Reality
“It should be okay
shows such as ABC’s
for people to do what
“Extreme Makeover” and
they want if it makes
Fox’s “The Swan,” feathem feel good about
ture participants who
themselves,”
said
undergo extreme transforWestmeyer.
mations to the other as
Aaron Penk, a stuthey undergo extensive
dent of the Defense
plastic surgery. MTV’s “I
Language Institute in
Want a Famous Face,”
Monterey, Calif., disshows individuals who
agreed because he
Victor Juhasz. News & World Report
endure painful surgical
believes plastic surgery
procedures to resemble a movie star of their should be used for reconstructive purposes
choice.
only.
Society also places emphasis on looking
“I think that plastic surgery should only be
younger longer. Billboards, commercials, and available to people with serious deformities or
magazine covers are constant reminders of injury,” said Penk.
what our society considers beautiful.
When asked whether she would accept the
Dr. Rafael Avila, a local plastic surgeon opportunity to have an “Extreme Makeover,”
and member of the American Society of Plastic Stacey Enslow, a concurrent enrollment student
Surgeons, said that the majority of surgeries he at the University of Texas- Pan American
performs are cosmetic.
responded that she would not.
“The increase in the number of surgeries
See SURGERY page 10
By JENNY LAFARA
The Pan American

Viewers Rating: 3.5/5
Photos courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox and Picture this Home Video

‘Club kids’ reign in
‘Party Monster’
By MONICA QUINTANILLA
The Pan American
Take a step back in time to the late
1980s, and witness the era of the “club
kids.”
According to www.Ggreg.com, these
non-gender specific “club kids,” who were
fueled by the AIDS epidemic, the supposed oppression of the Reagan Era, and
the newly imported rave scene, were a cultural phenomenon of the late 1980s and
early 1990s. The outlandish and outspoken
New York party scene is revisited in this
2003 movie, "Party Monster."
Based on the partially autobiographical book "Disco Bloodbath" by James St.
James, this movie is a shockingly real revelation into the life of Michael Alig,
played by Macaulay Culkin of the "Home
Alone" fame, and his “club kid” followers.
This movie shows the brutal effects of
excessive and addictive drug use and the
events that lead to Alig's 1996 arrest after
he bragged on television that he killed his
drug dealer, Angel Melendez.
Alig went to Manhattan in search of

his identity after experiencing a troubled
childhood growing up in a single parent
home. He finds his niche throwing parties
at Limelight, a famous nightclub. His goal
was to be the icon for “club kids” and to be
the most outrageous by wearing increasingly elaborate costumes.
If nothing else, this movie should be
seen for the lavish costumes. Many were
originals donated by real “club kids.” The
movie contained over 1,000 costumes.
The DVD’s special features offer a
portion of the original documentary done
for the 1998 Cinemax “Reel Life” series,
which shows the characteristics of the real
Alig.
Culkin attempts to capture Alig's
character, but lacks certain magnetism and
charisma. There is a lack of humanity in
the way Culkin portrays Alig. He seems
unreal, but so does Alig's life. There is,
however, a definite sense of distance that
Culkin keeps from his audience, in the
same way the real Alig did with his
friends. His friends were objects to him,
See MONSTER page 10

AROUND TOWN
Meeting
Sept. 9 at 12 p.m.
Place: Fine Arts Bldg., Rm. 228
Event: The Coalition of Student Artists
(COSA) is holding a meeting for students who are interested in the arts. All
majors are welcome.
Phone: (956)381-3480

Open Mic
Sept. 11 from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Place: Barnes and Nobles gift shop
area.
Event: Everyone is welcome to bring
poetry, prose and short stories to share
with the audience.
Phone: (956) 683-7773

Auditions
Sept. 16 and 17 at 7 p.m.
Place: Studio Theater, COAS Bldg., Rm.
107
Event: Audition for the first children’s
show of the season, “Little Troll without
a Soul.” There are 5 adult and 9 children
parts available.

Concert
Sept. 19 at 7 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center Auditorium
Event: Olivia Newton-John, of “Greece”
fame, will perform. There will be a PreParty on the patio at 6 p.m.
Price: Reserved tickets start at $35.
Phone: (956) 638-5231
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N
o time for
“Once upon a Time...”
By Christina Harris
When young adults talk to each other,
literature, poetry, or reading in general are
rare topics of conversation. Instead, the
common question seems to be, “Did you see
yesterday’s episode of [insert favorite TV
show]?”
While this is to be expected of young
adults, studies show that the decline in reading from all ages should be considered
alarming.
According to the National Endowment
of the Arts (NEA), literary reading is declining rapidly, with fewer than half of adults
reading. The organization released a report
titled, “Reading at Risk: A Survey of
Literary Reading in America. Dana Gioia,
NEA chairman wrote that the report documents a national crisis.
“The decline in reading among every
segment of the adult population reflects a
general collapse in advanced literacy,”
Gioia wrote. “To lose this human capacity—and all the diverse benefits it fosters—
impoverishes both cultural and civic life.”
The study shows that the percentage of
the adult population that reads literature
dropped from 54 percent in 1992 to 46.7
percent in 2002, and college-age students,
approximately ages 18-24, are the second
lowest age group to read literature.
The effects of a decline in readership of
the college-age segment may stem from
poor readership as a child. According to an
article titled “Reading is Essential” on the

Ohio State University website, libraries,
bookstores, and schools are all focusing on
children, promoting reading programs and
rewarding children who read the most
books with prizes.
The McAllen Memorial Library offers a
Texas Summer Reading Club program that
awards children with pizza parties for reading a certain amount of books over the summer months. The program is designed to
promote reading in young children in the
hopes that as they get older they will continue reading for enjoyment.
Gerard Mittelstaedt, director of the
McAllen Memorial Library, said that
although the turnout for the summer reading
program was good, the numbers of children
who participate in reading programs is not
enough.
“When the number we reach is measured against the total population, it is dismaying,” Mittelstaedt said.
Barnes and Noble Bookstore in McAllen
also promote reading for young children,
and Monday mornings are the busiest time
in the children’s section. A group of children are read stories for about 20 to 30 minutes by employees, and then the store provides activities that lend to audience participation.
Store Manager Norma Weston believes
that parents should encourage the habit of
reading in their child as early as possible.
“If we don’t instill the importance of

reading as a child, they won’t continue to
love reading later on in life,” Weston said.
“My worst peeve is when a parent comes in
here with a child, and tells them no when
they ask to buy a book.”
The International Museum of Art and
Science (IMAS) in McAllen hosted a South
Texas Literary Festival on Aug. 28, which
brought in authors from the Valley to share
their experiences as writers. Priscilla Ann
Rodriguez, marketing director for IMAS,
said that the festival was geared toward
young adult and adult audiences, but the
museum offers other programs that tie in
both literature and art.
“Literature, art, and science have the
tremendous potential to spark a young person’s imagination and curiosity," Rodriguez
said. "Which in turn helps them pursue a
lifetime of learning."
Rodriguez said that children who grow
up reading tend to develop problem solving
and thinking skills that are required for college.
"The more you read, the better your
comprehension is, the better prepared you
are for the increased amount of reading in
college," Rodriguez said. "Children that do
not grow up with the love of reading might
never understand how important it is, and
will find it incredibly difficult to read in college."
Jose Skinner, a local author and creative
writing professor at UTPA, was one of the

featured authors at the literary festival.
While he never cultivated a love of reading
at a young age, he did read a lot of political
material as a teenager, and math and science
textbooks as a college student. Literature
wasn't as important to him until his twenties,
when he wanted to learn how the language
worked, and learned about different people.
"Novels are still the best medium for
showing human beings in all their dimensions," Skinner said. "But I didn't realize this
until my late twenties. Sure, now I wish I'd
read a lot more a lot earlier, but it's never too
late to start reading and writing."
According to www.scholastic.com, reading is crucial "to being an informed citizen,
to succeed in one's chosen career path, and
for personal fulfillment."
While technology is thought to be part of
the reason for the decline of reading, it actually acts as a tool for accessing books, magazines, and newspapers. So what is to blame
for the decline? A not-so-popular theory is
that the decline in readership may stem from
an oversupply of books.
In an article from the New York Times,
Laura Miller wrote that people may feel
overwhelmed by the endless amount of
books on the shelves, and are "daunted by
the task of choosing from so many alternatives, hence their reliance on Oprah" to
choose what to read each month.
Miller concluded by asking, "If everyone

is writing and publishing books, who will
find time to read them?"
So whether the reason for the decline of
reading is the overstocking of books, technology, or people not reading enough as
children, the solution seems to be to take up
reading now, and to continue to educate
yourself beyond school years.
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